April 21, 2009
 

NEWS FROM NORM & KATHY
Dear Friends,
Some of you have asked questions about our current location and where we will be living.
We are currently at the Mexico Branch's office in Catalina, AZ, about 20 miles north of Tucson. We are renting an SIL owned apartment called a Posada. We will be working in Catalina until we get back in the revolving door that will let us off in Oaxaca the end of July.  We will be in Mexico from August thru the fall.  Kathy will teach in October and then in late November we will get back in the revolving door and be back in Arizona for a short time.  In January, we will return to Mexico for 3 months, so the plan is for 3 month segments alternating between Catalina and Oaxaca.  This seems to be the way God is leading us to live for the time being.
While we are here in Arizona, Norm will work in the Mexico Branch SIL offices; meeting with members here and performing other personnel work via email and internet. Kathy will be collecting supplies for the next teaching time in October.  She may also be getting more home school curriculum to take back to the Mitla Teacher's Resource Library.  Her new supervisor lives in Catalina,AZ and they will be able to do lesson planning for the October session in person as well as praying for the needed teaching assistants for this session.
Our dentist and Kathy's doctors are located in Tucson. She will be undergoing some medical tests ordered by her doctors in the next few months.  By being here in Catalina,  she is able to buy her needed medications that are not available in Oaxaca. 
Norm will travel by plane to Oaxaca for branch meetings and be there from May 11 to 28.  Kathy will also be traveling at that time to North Carolina to attend a Reflection & Prayer Retreat.  The R & P retreat will train Kathy to lead half and full day prayer retreats. She would like to be able to do this particularly for members in Oaxaca. The training will also make her a more effective Bible teacher for the children of missionaries. The Mexico branch did not budget for Kathy to attend this training. We will be paying for over half of the cost out of our personal funds. Kathy applied for a scholarship and received $300 which covers about 1/3 of the total cost. If you are interested in helping with this extra expense you may send contributions to Wycliffe in Orlando marked for our account #302864, Kathy & Norm Smith. We are continually grateful for all of your faithful gifts to our ministry.
We would welcome anyone desiring to vist us in Arizona and tour the facility here.
        "Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know"
Jeremiah 33:3
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